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possessed of a decent fortune to begin the world, paid his
addresses to the young widow; but she preferred a licentious
life with Stanley to a more virtuous connection.
Soon after this she quitted her house in Southwark, and
the lovers spent their time at balls, plays and assemblies till
her money was dissipated, when he did not scruple to in-
sinuate that she had been too liberal with her favours to other
persons. In the meantime she bore him three children, one
of whom was living at the time of the father's execution.
Stanley continuing his dissolute course of life, his parents
became very uneasy, afraid of the fatal consequences that
might ensue; and his father, who saw too late the wrong
bias he had given to his education, procured him the com-
mission of a lieutenant, to go to Cape Coast Castle, in the
service of the African Company.
The young fellow seemed so pleased with this appoint-
ment that his friends conceived great hopes that he would
reform. Preparations being made for his voyage, and the
Company having advanced a considerable sum, he went to
Portsmouth, in order to embark; but he had been only a
few days in that town when he was followed by Mrs
Maycock, with her infant child. She reproached him with
baseness, in first debauching and then leaving her to starve;
and employing all the arts she was mistress of to divert
him from his resolution, he gave her half the money which
belonged to the Company, and followed her to London with
the rest.
Shocked with the news of this dishonourable action, the
father took to his bed and died of grief. Young Stanley
appeared greatly grieved at this event, and to divert his
chagrin he went to Flanders, where he stayed a consider-
able time, when he returned to England and lived in as
abandoned a manner as before.
One night Mrs Maycock, having been to visit a gentle-
man, was returning through Chancery Lane, in company
with another woman and Mr Hammond, of the Old Bailey,
when Stanley, in company with another man, met the parties,
and he and his companion insisted on going with the women.
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